
Writing Assessment Criteria
1. Consider which learning outcome is being assessed (e.g. demonstrate critical awareness of social housing issues) 
2. Consider the assessment task set (e.g. present a self-made artefact to the group to represent your critique of social housing issues) 
3. Work out requirements for successful performance of the assessment, or the attributes required for this (e.g. clarity and fluency in terms of presentation; logical argumentation and marshalling of information in terms of content) 
4. If necessary, specify the range to clarify contextual factors and the level (e.g. demonstrate critical awareness of social housing issues since the introduction of right-to-buy in the UK, making appropriate reference to the recommended reading for the module) 
5. Focus on what is essential and categorize the requirements or attributes into clearly worded criteria 
6. Check that the criteria are measurable or assessable in valid and reliable ways and that the criteria are clear and unambiguous (e.g. ask colleagues to read the criteria to see if they interpret them in the same way) 
7. Repeat steps 3, 4, 5 and 6 until fully satisfied. 
Using assessment criteria to motivate students 
In order to motivate students further, it can be helpful to use grading assessment criteria: while your learning outcomes have established the minimum requirement to pass a module, and can be linked to the minimum standard to fulfil a particular assessment criterion, grading criteria indicate what a student must demonstrate to achieve a higher grade.  You will then have a set of statements to help you differentiate the level of a students’ performance.  The idea behind this is that, rather than focusing on the threshold level stated in the outcomes, students can see the criteria for a First, or a Distinction, and will shift their focus to the highest level.  For example: 
	Learning Outcome: 
	 

	By the end of the module, students will be able to: 
	Assessment criteria: 

	
	Fail 
	Third 
	Lower 2nd 
	Upper 2nd 
	First 

	use evidence appropriately in support of an argument. 
  
	Unsubstantiated or invalid conclusion, based on anecdotes and generalizations only 
	Limited evidence of finding and conclusions supported by the literature and theory 
	Evidence of findings and conclusions grounded in theory or literature 
	Good development shown in arguments based on theory or literature and beginnings of synthesis 
	Analytical and clear conclusions well grounded in theory and literature, showing development of new concepts 


Grading criteria of this sort not only encourage students to aim higher, but also give them greater confidence in the objectivity and transparency of the marking process. 
Source: http://www.ssdd.bcu.ac.uk/outcomes/#6.  USING ASSESSMENT CRITERIA TO MOTIVATE STUDENTS 


